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Al Isn't the Doctor You Need in a Cancer CnS|s
From feeding tubes to fentanyl addiction, one personal journey
shows there are many aspects of cancer care that require
human attention. We can't rely on Al to do the job.

By Tim Culpan

Founder, Chief Correspondent, Culpium

“I have cancer.”

Those are the words that
almost 20 million people
across the globe utter to
friends and family each
year.

|am one of them.

That phrase first
stumbled from my lips
two days before
Christmas 2024. The

cancer was at Stage Three. It had already spread.

There's no normal way to receive the news, no
normal way to share it, and no normat way to
deal with it. Life after a cancer diagnosis will
never be normal.

One of the many things | learnt from my
experience is that although 20% of people
acrogs the globe are likely to get cancer during
their lifetime, each cancer patient’s journey is
unique. And very, very lonety.

Cancer is like no other illness. The word itself is
like a spider: a curiosity or annoyance at a
distance, but utterly frightening when it lands on
you. It requires ongoing attention but cannot
merely be managed as a chronic condition like
diabetes, lupus, or heart disease. It cannot be
ignored. it needs to be defeated,

My diagnosis came as the artificial inteligence
hype was ramping up. Instead of asking Google,
patients are now turning to ChatGPT, Claude and
Perplexity to answer queries ranging from cold
remedies 1o cancer treatments. | quickly jumped
aboard.

Al was great. Until it wasn't.

Research shows that the best models risk
clinical harm in around 15% of cases, while that
rate is ciose to 40% for the worst modeis.
Perhaps more worrying is that even with low, but
non-zero, error rates there's a risk of introducing
bias: medical professionals start trusting Al over
their own knowledge. Another study outlined
the limitations of using large-language models
(LLMs) in heaithcare. Among the fourteen issues

THE DEBATE = OPINION

Reform Theater: Don’t Be Taken In By
Cambodia’s Cybercrime Crackdown Promises

A closer look at this week's “leaked” directive reveals a well-rehearsed
strategy to consolidate elite criminal control and stave off external

pressure.

Q By Jacob Sims
'y,

iplomat

SOPA Excellence in Opinion Writing (Regional)

2026 Awards

The S‘raits Times

THEI|DIPLOMAT

ENOW THE ASIA PACTFIC

THESTRAITS TIMES

Indonesia’s textbook rewrite can’t erase a dark
history
Moving forward requires grappling with difficult parts of the country’s past.

Sign up now: Get ST's newsietters delivered to your inbox

00000

Indonessan students men charge during an anti-gover protest that tumed wiolent at the

., Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Mane
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crackdowns.”
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Al Isn't the Doctor You Need in a Cancer Crisis
From feeding tubes to fentanyl addiction, one personal journey
shows there are many aspects of cancer care that require
human attention. We can't rely on Al to do the job.

By Tim Culpan

Founder, Chief Correspondent, Culpium

“I have cancer.”

Those are the words that
almost 20 million people
across the globe utter to
friends and family each
year.

| am one of them.

That phrase first
stumbled from my lips
two days before
Christmas 2024. The

cancer was at Stage Three. It had already spread.

There's no normal way to receive the news, no
normal way to share it, and no normal way to
deal with it. Life after a cancer diagnosis will
never be normal.

One of the many things | learnt from my
experience is that although 20% of people
across the globe are likely to get cancer during
their lifetime,! each cancer patient’s journey is
unique. And very, very lonely.

Cancer is like no other illness. The word itself is
like a spider: a curiosity or annoyance ata
distance, but utterty frightening when it lands on

you. It requires ongoing attention but cannot
merely be managed as a chronic condition like
diabetes, lupus, or heart disease. It cannot be
ignored. It needs to be defeated,

My diagnosis came as the artificial intelligence
hype was ramping up. Instead of asking Google,
patients are now turning to ChatGPT, Claude and
Perplexity to answer queries ranging from cold
remedies to cancer treatments, | quickly jumped
aboard,

Al was great. Until it wasn't.

Research shows that the best models risk
clinical harm in around 15% of cases, while that
rate is close to 40% for the worst models.
Perhaps more worrying is that even with low, but
non-zero, error rates there's a risk of introducing
bias: medical professionals start trusting Al over
their own knowledge. Another study outlined
the limitations of using large-language models
(LLMs) in healthcare. Among the fourteen issues
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experience is that although 20% of people
acrogs the globe are likely to get cancer during
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distance, but utterly frightening when it lands on
you. It requires ongoing attention but cannot
merely be managed as a chronic condition like
diabetes, lupus, or heart disease. It cannot be
ignored. it needs to be defeated,

My diagnosis came as the artificial inteligence
hype was ramping up. Instead of asking Google,
patients are now turning to ChatGPT, Claude and
Perplexity to answer queries ranging from cold
remedies 1o cancer treatments. | quickly jumped
aboard.

Al was great. Until it wasn't.

Research shows that the best models risk
clinical harm in around 15% of cases, while that
rate is ciose to 40% for the worst modeis.
Perhaps more worrying is that even with low, but
non-zero, error rates there's a risk of introducing
bias: medical professionals start trusting Al over
their own knowledge. Another study outlined
the limitations of using large-language models
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FINANCIAL TIMES

Opinion Chinese trade
China is making trade impossible
Europe has nothing to offer and difficult decisions 1o make

ROBIN HARDING ( + Add

Robin Harding

Published NOV 262025 [ 1008 &

On & recent trip to mainland China, I found myself posing the same question,
again and again, to the economists, technologists and business leaders who |
met with. “Trade is an exchange. You provide something of value to me, and in
return, [ must offer something of value to you. So what is the product, in the

future, that China would like to buy from the rest of the world?”

The answers were revealing. A few said “sovabeans and ivon ore” before
realising this was not much help to a European. Some observed that Louis
Vuitton handbags are popular and then went on to talk about the export
prospects for fast-rising Chinese luxury brands. "Higher education” was
another common answer, qualified sometimes with the observation that Peking
University and Tsinghua are harder to get into, and more academi

rigorous, than anvthing on offer in the west,

The
Economist

Chisg | Chaguan
A restaurant scandal sticks in
China’s throat

It's hard for city diners to find the good life at a good price

O Save () Share

EW SCANDALS in China provoke as much outrage as those relating to food.

This is perhaps only natural in 3 country that takes immense and justified
pride in its wondrous culinary hetitage, Concerns about public safety, corporite
responsibility and regulatory capacity all distil into one essential question: can the
food on your table be trusted?

A furore that has gripped China in recent days poses the question in a different
way. It revolves not around safety, but rather around food quality and the very
definition of cooking. Anger has erupted at a popular fast-casual restaurant chain,
Xibei, which bills its north-western-style food as fresh and family-friendly. Think
of it, roughly, as a big upgrade on America’s Olive Garden chain (with extra-
scrumptious roast famb), Xibei was revealed to be serving dishes made with frozen
ingredients, often whipped up in advance in central kitchens, The controversy
stings because it touches on deeper anxieties—about authenticity in China's
hyper-urban landscape and the emergence of new class divisions.

e New Yock Times

THE W W o

China Is Feeling Strong and Senses an
American Retreat

i
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Europe has nothing to offer and difficult decisions 1o make

ROBIN HARDING ( + Add

Robin Harding
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On & recent trip to mainland China, I found myself posing the same question,
again and again, to the economists, technologists and business leaders who |
met with. “Trade is an exchange. You provide something of value to me, and in
return, [ must offer something of value to you. So what is the product, in the

future, that China would like to buy from the rest of the world?”

The answers were revealing. A few said “sovabeans and ivon ore” before
realising this was not much help to a European. Some observed that Louis
Vuitton handbags are popular and then went on to talk about the export
prospects for fast-rising Chinese luxury brands. "Higher education” was
another common answer, qualified sometimes with the observation that Peking
University and Tsinghua are harder to get into, and more academi

rigorous, than anvthing on offer in the west,

The
Economist

Chisg | Chaguan
A restaurant scandal sticks in
China’s throat

It's hard for city diners to find the good life at a good price

O Save () Share

EW SCANDALS in China provoke as much outrage as those relating to food.

This is perhaps only natural in 3 country that takes immense and justified
pride in its wondrous culinary hetitage, Concerns about public safety, corporite
responsibility and regulatory capacity all distil into one essential question: can the
food on your table be trusted?

A furore that has gripped China in recent days poses the question in a different
way. It revolves not around safety, but rather around food quality and the very
definition of cooking. Anger has erupted at a popular fast-casual restaurant chain,
Xibei, which bills its north-western-style food as fresh and family-friendly. Think
of it, roughly, as a big upgrade on America’s Olive Garden chain (with extra-
scrumptious roast famb), Xibei was revealed to be serving dishes made with frozen
ingredients, often whipped up in advance in central kitchens, The controversy
stings because it touches on deeper anxieties—about authenticity in China's
hyper-urban landscape and the emergence of new class divisions.
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EW SCANDALS in China provoke as much outrage as those relating to food.
is is perhaps only natural in a country that takes immense and justified
pride in its wondrous culinary heritage. Concerns about public safety, corporate
responsibility and regulatory capacity all distil into one essential question: ¢an the
food on your table be trusted?

A furore that has gripped China in recent days poses the question in a different
way. It revolves not around safety, but rather around food quality and the very

definition of cooking. Anger has erupted at a popular fast-casual restaurant chain,
Xibet, which bills its north-western-style food as fresh and family-friendly. Think

- of it, roughly, as a big upgrade on America’s Olive Garden chain (with extra-
scrumptious roast lamb). Xibei was revealed to be serving dishes made with frozen
ingredients, often whipped up in ad ce in central kitchens, The controversy
stings because it touches on deeper anxicties—about authenticity in China’s
hyper-urban landscape and the emergence of new class divis
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From restaurant scandals to booming museums and economic battles




The

SOPA

2026 Awards

¢

Excellence in Reporting on the Environment
BB IR IR 5 5%

Honoring the work that demonstrates high standards of
reporting on an environmental topic of significance.

Presenter:
Patrick Barta
The Wall Street Journal
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Mumbai’'s Data Center Dreams Run on
Coal and Inequality

As India positions itsclf as a global data center hub, Mumbai's rapid da@eenter growth deepens

energy pressure, fucls copl'dependence, and exposes widening inequality:
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In southern Myanmar, armed groups and the military junta profit as toxic mines
devour landscapes
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. Mumbai’s Data Center Dreams Run on
‘Coal and Inequality

As India positions ftself as a global data center hub, Mumbai's rapid data eenier growth deepens
encrgy pressure, fuels coal dependence, and exposes widening inequality.
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Green cars, toxic costs: Inside a nickel titan's pollution and cover-ups
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The Hong Kong inferno: Tai Po fire at a glance
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Malaysia's charcoal workers who risk life and health to do the work shunned by most
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Botox under burgas: Cosmetic surgery in vogue in Afghanistan
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and is widely followed by competing news media.
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The staff of PCD’s Office 1 collect water samples in August at the location named KK01, around 600 metres from
Thailand's border with Myanmar. Beyond KK01 lie the watershed areas of the Kok River in Myanmar, where gold
and rare earth mines dot the landscape and from where toxic heavy metals are being discharged downstream
Photo: Sayan Chuenudomsavad

ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES | FRONT PAGE | SPECIAL REPORTS

SPECIAL REPORT SERIES: THE POISONED RIVERS: FROM GOLD TO
RARE EARTH, UNREGULATED MINING IN MYANMAR POISONS THE
MEKONG AND ITS TRIBUTARIES IN NORTHERN THAILAND

By Pivaporn W. / October 14, 2025

The unravelling of a unicorn: What went wrong at
eFishery

P

1L 2 81 Chamns Acitys, eFishesy/s chial

2024 ended with DealStreetAsia's explosive news break that shook up the Indonesian startup industry —
eFishery’s board had suspended its co-founders Gibran Huzzifah and Chrisna Aditya following an
inv estigation into alloged financial irvegularities at the company

The alleged fraud is understood to date back to 2018 whenthe aquatech startup was aising its Series A
round, according to several sources familiar with the matter.

Initial findings by a global firm hired fo conduct a forensic audit on eFishery reveal a complex scheme of
alicged financial manipulation involving dual financial reporting, setting up of nomines companies, and
fabricated transactions that purportedly inflated the company’s revenue and profit figures for years, the
sources mentioned above sald

The firm is undersiood to have interviewed dozens of eFishery’s employees and obtained certain documents
for the iovestigation. DealStrectAsia has been made aware of the auditing process and the prelminary
findings, which are corroborated by multiple investors.

According to multiple sources mentoned above, Gibran Huzaifah, eFishery’s ex-CEO, is said to have
allegedly created and maintained two sets of accounting books from 2018, when the firm was seeking to
raise around $4 million in its Series A round

To meet the Series A fundraising target, Huzifah allegedly decided to inflate the company’s revenue by 20-
25% to attract investors

THESTRAIIS TIMES

CDL’s Kwek Leng Beng seeks to fire son
Sherman as CEO over ‘attempted coup’

SINGASORE « A tusale betwoen father and son for conteol of City Developments Limited
(CDL) came 2o light 00 Feb 26, with executive chairmas Kwek Long Beag poblicly eriticrsiog
his son Shetasan, who 5 the property gaan's geoep chief exocutive officer.

Thwe older Mr Kwek said he had ed comt paperst dress the “atvenspoed coup™ by Mr
Sherman Kwek, 49, boaed memders Philip Lee Jee Cheng and Woag Al AL a5 well 23 a group of
direcoors acting with thess ro allepedly consolidase costrod of CDLS bow

“This is pecessary 10 deal with this stempied conp at the doded leved and sestore corpo
Integrity.” sabd Mr Kwek Leng Beag, who will be 84 in 2025

"We intend to ch the chiel executive o T ¥ the appropriate s, We will conty
explore 2R hegal options avadable towsto v pusty defend and protect the mtenests of ¢

And s sharehodd

Responding. Ms Sherman Kwek exprosund his ¢ A et ovee the "extreme

over 3 dagreement asound the size and make-up of the board of the

"I s increditly disappointing that our chustman and 2 sunoeity of the CDE, boasd have
docided to take these extrome actions roganding (his deagrerment asound the sixe and make
up of the COL boand™ sald My Sherman Kwek @ 3 statement oo behalf of the majosity of the
CIM, board of direcions.

He 5253 “To refterate, this has never been aboat ousting our esteemed chainnan ”
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The staff of PCD’s Office 1 collect water samples in August at the location named KK01, around 600 metres from
Thailand'’s border with Myanmar. Beyond KK01 lie the watershed areas of the Kok River in Myanmar, where gold
and rare earth mines dot the landscape and from where toxic heavy metals are being discharged downstream
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The unravelling of a unicorn: What went wrong at
eFishery

P
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2024 ended with DealStreetAsia's explosive news break that shook up the Indonesian startup industry —
eFishery’s board had suspended its co-founders Gibran Huzzifah and Chrisna Aditya following an
inv estigation into alloged financial irvegularities at the company

The alleged fraud is understood to date back to 2018 whenthe aquatech startup was aising its Series A
round, according to several sources familiar with the matter.

Initial findings by a global firm hired fo conduct a forensic audit on eFishery reveal a complex scheme of
alicged financial manipulation involving dual financial reporting, setting up of nomines companies, and
fabricated transactions that purportedly inflated the company’s revenue and profit figures for years, the
sources mentioned above sald

The firm is undersiood to have interviewed dozens of eFishery’s employees and obtained certain documents
for the iovestigation. DealStrectAsia has been made aware of the auditing process and the prelminary
findings, which are corroborated by multiple investors.

According to multiple sources mentoned above, Gibran Huzaifah, eFishery’s ex-CEO, is said to have
allegedly created and maintained two sets of accounting books from 2018, when the firm was seeking to
raise around $4 million in its Series A round

To meet the Series A fundraising target, Huzifah allegedly decided to inflate the company’s revenue by 20-
25% to attract investors
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2024 ended with DealStreetAsia’s explosive news break that shook up the Indonesian startup industry —
eFishery's rd had suspended its co-founders Gibran Huzaifah and Chrisna Aditya following an

investig cial irregularities at the company.

The alleged fraud is understood to date back to 2018 when the aquatech wp was raising its Series A

round, according to several sources famaliar with the matter,

Initial findings by a global firm hired to conduct a forensic audit on eFishery reveal a complex scheme of
alleged financial manipulation involving dual financial reporting, setting up of nomince companies, and
fabricated transactions that purported flated the company’s revenue and profit figures for years, the

sources mentioned above said

The firm is understood to have interviewed dozens of ¢ y's employees and obtained certain documents

0
for the investigation. DealStreetAsia has been made aware of the auditing process and the preliminary

findings, which are corvoborated by multiple investors

ording to multiple sources mentioned above, Gibran Haz , eFishery's ex-C s saxd to have
allegedly created and maintained two sets o vting books from 2018, when the firm was seeking to

raise around $4 million in its Series A round
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Nvidia
China bans tech companies from buying Nvidia's Al chips

Beijing steps up efforts 10 boost semiconductor independence and compete with US

a's internet regulator has banned the country’s biggest technology companies
from buying Nvidia's artificial intelligence chips, as Beijing steps up efforts to

boost its domestic industry and compete with the US

The Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC) told companies, including

ByteDance and Alibaba, this week to end their testing and orders of the RTX Pro
6000D, a’s tailor-made product for the country, according to three people

with knowledge of the matter,

Nvidia shares fell around 3 per cent on Wednesday.

Several companies had indicated they would or s of thousands of the RTX

Pro 6000D, and had started testing and verification work with Nvidia's server

suppliers, the people said.
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Carlos Tejada Award for Excellence in Investigative Reporting
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Carlos Tejada EFHE B

Honoring the publication that through the use of its journalistic
resources, which as well as reporting may include editorials,
photographs and graphics, serves to advance
the public interest on a topic of significance.

Presenter:
Lulu Chen
Bloomberg News
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Politics

How the WHO leaves poor countries

exposed to dangerous Indian drugs

Deadly Indian cough syrups in The Gambia and beyond point to shocking
disparities in drug regulation for the world’s rich and poor, with the Werld Health

Oryanisation failing to protect vidnerable countries

Vidya Krishnan, Arshu John

Published on: 05 Mar 2025, 4:19 pm
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Exclusive: ‘Is it a coincidence?' - Hong
Kong independent bookstores,
publishers face simultaneous tax probes
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See oive: Haog Kandd ndeaesdend newn pedled - X, Cormanier. S0 ood famiy
mamiers - face ter oudids aod demandy

WIRE

Inside the NIA’s ‘Perfect’ Conviction Record:
How Coercive Detentions Are Driving Guilty
Pleas

@ s..;...f\}vd S‘hnmh.’- o @ 0 @ @

A year after the National Investigation Agency boasted of a 100% conviction rate, an
investigation by The Wire finds that prolonged detention, near-automatic bail denials and
pressure from investigators are pushing dozens of accused, mostly Muslims, to plead guilty before
their trials have even begun.

[Bustration: Pariplab Chakraborty
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SOPA Award for Young Journalist
DME R GEREF ARLEKRE

Honoring an outstanding journalist under 30
vears old who has shown exceptional talent and
commitment in their coverage.

Presenter:
Chris Yeung
Head of Judges
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BBC i3 BBC Chmese, ~ The F‘concj)mist,'“' W% | The \Iv_ireJChina,i
RXMAbelU . SarahWu B . Rachel Cheung

The _
Economist
Beinfing | Defivery droses and fiying cant

China's “low-altitude economy” is ,

taking off

The authorities have found a new industry they want Chinese firms to dominate
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SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism

58 M H i 5% 1 & 4 S AR5 ) K 88

The SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism recognizes
outstanding journalistic work in print, photography, video, or
online media that represents an exemplary contribution
to public service in the Asia-Pacific region.

Presenter:
Karen Hao
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e kN o - Keynote Speaker . ~d
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BBC World Service

'I've had 100 operations and will never
stop' - inside China's cosmetic surgery
boom

Natalla Zuo

Abby Wuwas just 14 when she had cosmetic surgery for the first time,

After receiving treatment for an iliness, Abby's weight increased
( 2kg (€ 11lbs)i nths.
t gone unnoticed by her drama teacher

i, "You were our star but now you're too fat. Either give up

ecalls Abby, who was preparing for her drama

v's mother stepped in, taking her to get liposuction to remove fat from

rand legs.

Abby remembers her mother's words as she waited in the clinicina

SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism

58 W HH i 3% 150 2 2 FE AR P K28

~ The I‘ewYork Times

lall Street Journal

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

How North Korea Cheated Its Way to Crypto
Billions

More than $6 billion from heists highlights the sophistication of cyber
operations funneling cash to Kim Jong Un's nuclear program

Inside, stood a woman. She was dazed,
shivering — and chained by the neck.

The Secret Campaign in
China to Save a Woman

Chained by the Neck
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The Secret Campaign in
China to Save a Woman

. S Chained by the Neck
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China's Malaise and Its People's Endurance
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