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Asia and congratulates all of
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We look forward to expanding our partnership
with newsrooms and journalists, working towards
building a more informed community.
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About the SOPA Awards for Editorial Excellence

he SOPA Awards for Editorial Excellence were established in 1999 as a tribute to

editorial excellence in both traditional and new media, and were designed to

encourage editorial vitality throughout the region. The awards cover a broad range
of categories reflecting Asia’s diverse geopolitical environment and vibrant editorial
scene.

Central to the SOPA Awards’ ongoing success is the high calibre of international judges
who preside over the award entries. The SOPA Awards have consistently secured judges
from many of the region’s leading newspapers as well as consumer and trade magazines
and academics from prestigious universities - a reflection of the stature of the awards.
Judges ensure that entries are analyzed and selected according to a demanding set of
criteria.

The SOPA Awards are coordinated by a committee of publishing professionals from the
business and editorial sectors. These dedicated individuals volunteer their time
throughout the year to ensure the awards’ rules, judges, entries, sponsorships and
promotions all come together smoothly.

The SOPA Awards set a valuable benchmark for the industry, and have become news items
in their own right, generating media coverage and attention not only across the Asia
Pacific region, but also in the global arena.

Corporate Support

ponsorship is key to ensuring the Awards’ growth, and over the past years, SOPA

has been fortunate in receiving strong, continuous support from its partners. As the

Awards have grown, so too has the interest from corporations, and this year, we
look again to the generosity of sponsors to help us deliver the best Awards we can.

The SOPA 2018 Awards for Editorial Excellence are supported by Google and Facebook.
FleishmanHillard, Media OutReach and High Technology Printing Group Limited provide
SOPA with support respectively on public relations, newswire and printing services.

About SOPA

of the press, promote excellence in journalism and endorse best practices for all

local and regional publishing platforms in the Asia Pacific region. SOPA is a
not-for-profit organization based in Hong Kong and representing international, regional
and local media companies across Asia. The Society of Publishers in Asia is also host to the
prestigious annual SOPA Awards for Editorial Excellence, which serve as the world-class
benchmark for quality journalism in the region.

T he Society of Publishers in Asia (SOPA) was founded in 1982 to champion freedom
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Award Categories (Listed in order of presentation)

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

. Excellence in Reporting on Women'’s Issues (=% {41y SR B 22)

. Excellence in Journalistic Innovation (55 #7535 & 61 #742)

. Excellence in Video Reporting (& i#17 57i#R & %2)

. Excellence in Human Rights Reporting (=i A 13Ri&22)

- Excellence in Feature Writing (55 & 845 5 )

- Excellence in Magazine Design (55 #iZ5i%112)

. Excellence in Arts and Culture Reporting (= #Z R & XL IRIE ) *NEW Hit
. Excellence in Explanatory Reporting (= 7% 415 i& %)

. Excellence in Business Reporting (£ # 4%k %)

Excellence in Information Graphics (52 ##EE %)
Excellence in Reporting Breaking News (53 #4252 % 7 [§]4)
Excellence in Opinion Writing (£ #i¥i$ )

Excellence in Reporting on the Environment (£ #8715 3R 1 %)
Excellence in Photography (= #4155 %2)

The Scoop Award (JH 5 #752)

Excellence in Investigative Reporting (51 i &)

SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism (IF il tH A dl & 2N 2 BR 5 #718) K 22) *NEW i




Té;gugﬁs InvestHK congratulates SOPA on its continued commitment to media excellence
B WHERE ]
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GOES TO
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Hong Kong's strategic location and world class infrastructure make it an ideal

business hub in Asia. Its free flow of information, simple and low tax regime,
range of financing options and easy access to Asia’s fastest growing markets
make it the perfect place for your business.

Invest Hong Kong has the expertise to help you set up and
expand smoothly in our city. Our services are free,
confidential and tailored to your needs.

Get in touch at investhk.gov.hk

|nvestm 25/F. Fairmont House,
& Cotton Tree Drive, Central, Hong Kong

The Government of the Hong Kong Tel: (852) 3107 1000
Special Administrative Region Email: eng@investhk.gov.hk
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Message from SOPA Chair

elcome to the 20th Annual SOPA Awards for Editorial Excellence.

The Society of Publishers in Asia (SOPA) was established in 1982 as a
non-profit association to celebrate and advocate press freedom across the region, and to
recognise the highest standards of excellence in journalism. This year, we celebrate the

20th anniversary of the SOPA Awards and the important milestones we have achieved,
collectively, over the past two decades.

In the last twenty years, the SOPA Awards have gained recognition for their significance
and gravitas within the industry. We received more than 850 entries this year - a record
number of entries for the fourth year in a row, demonstrating our growth in terms of both
size and geographical area. We are witnessing renewed energy and interest in the
publishing world, despite the challenges and headwinds it has faced and continues to
face.

This year marks another turning point as we bid farewell to S.K. Witcher as Chair of the
Editorial Committee and welcome Cliff Buddle, an Editor at the South China Morning Post,
to the role. We thank S.K. and the Editorial Committee for their incredible work and for
championing SOPA with such dedication.

We are grateful for the steadfast support of our sponsors, Facebook and Google News
Initiative, and partners, Fleishman Hillard, Media Outreach, High Technology Printing
Group Limited and Laithwaites Direct Wines, in celebrating the SOPA 2018 Awards. We
also give thanks to our experienced administrators at the Journalism and Media Studies
Centre at the University of Hong Kong, as well as our team of distinguished international
judges.

Thank you for joining us this evening to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the SOPA
Awards and to recognise the world-class journalism produced here in Asia. We look
forward to your continued support of SOPA and to the next twenty years.

Rhonda Taylor
SOPA Chair




Board Members

Rhonda Taylor

CHAIR

Communications & Brand Manager
Asia Pacific

Financial Times

Yi Jia Tiong
HONORARY TREASURER
Chief Strategy Officer

Ming Pao Newspapers Limited
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DEPUTY CHAIR

Associate Director

North Asia

The Economist Group
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Lillian Kung
HONORARY SECRETARY
Bloomberg Media
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Toby Doman Nicole Eno Mi Li
Communications Director, APAC Head of Media Sales, North Asia Head of Global Marketing
Dow Jones Reuters South China Morning Post

Byron Perry Helena Phua Harjeet Singh

Executive Vice President, Asia Pacific Regional Director, Asia

Founder & CEO
. The New York Times . .
Coconuts Media Risk Management & Trading Technology

Infopro Digital
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CORPORATE DIGITAL SOLUTIONS

EMPOWER WITH
KNOWLEDGE

Give your employees the tools to impact

your success with full digital access to all the
award-winning reporting, multimedia and more
from The New York Times.

LEARN MORE about our Group Rates

VISIT nytimes.com/corporate
TELEPHONE Fern Long +65 6391 9627
EMAIL flong@nytimes.com
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SOPA Members 2017-2018
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Innovation inspired by technology
Building a smarter city together
in the generation of IOT

Enquiry 3innocity@three.com.hk FE© ek 1 Q| [mHREEHK [ Q| (L Amembero oxrurcison Hodings




|| The ZOthAnmvemry
2018 Awards

Message from Editorial Chair and
Head of Judges

ournalists, or at least editors, love anniversary stories and the SOPA Awards have a great
story to tell on their 20th anniversary. It’s hard to imagine now, but when the Awards
began back in 1998, news organizations were just taking their first steps onto the
internet, with most simply duplicating the content of their print products online. It was
perhaps an inauspicious year to be born: a year of the Tiger that saw the tiger economies of Asia
humbled in a regional financial crisis. But it was a great time to be a journalist in Asia. And ever since
then, geopolitical events, not least China’s stunning rise since joining the World Trade Organization
in 2001, have provided ample fodder for outstanding journalism in the region, while the rapid spread
of the internet has presented new opportunities - and pitfalls - for publishers of digital online news.

The SOPA Awards have kept pace with the news and with the changes. In 2006, new categories were
added to honour excellence in reporting breaking news and major scoops; three years later, the first
category to recognize excellence in digital journalism was created, in addition to honours for
infographics and investigative journalism. An award for excellence in reporting on women’s issues
was added in 2014, to encourage better and wider coverage of the half of the region’s population
that is too frequently overlooked in the news.

It’s been a tumultuous 20 years but, in all that time, one thing hasn’t changed: the positive impact
that quality journalism can have on people’s lives. The efforts of a team of Reuters journalists over
the past year to reveal the brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing by Myanmar’s security forces against
the Rohingya helped, in the words of the United Nations, to save lives. Those journalists, including
Wa Lone who was jailed by the Myanmar government for his work, have been nominated for this
year’s inaugural SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism. It’s also doubtful Malaysia’s first peaceful
handover of power to an opposition party, just last month, would have happened without the
untiring efforts of journalists both within and beyond Malaysia, including SOPA 2016 Journalist of the
Year Tom Wright of The Wall Street Journal.

Here’s hoping that will never change. And those of us involved in the SOPA Awards will continue to
do what we can to ensure it never does.

Cliff Buddle Dr. Jeffrey Timmermans
CHAIR HEAD OF JUDGES
Editor, Special Projects Associate Professor of Practice
South China Morning Post Director, Bachelor of Journalism programme

Journalism & Media Studies Centre,
The University of Hong Kong
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NEVER MISS A STORY! BECOME A COCO+ MEMBER.
Our primary responsibility is to our readers, and no one else.
For less than a latte per month, you can support SOPA-award-winning journalism
and get a resplendent array of additional COCO+ perks

SOPA 2018 Awards Gala Dinner attendees can receive a 20% discount until the end of June with the code: SOPA2018
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Speaker
Maria A. Ressa - CEO and Executive Editor of Rappler

aria A. Ressa is the CEO and Executive Editor of Rappler, a social news network

which uses a hearts and minds approach to news through a unique mood
navigator. Rappler combines the best of professional journalism with citizen
journalism and crowdsourcing.

Ms. Ressa has been a journalist in Asia for more than 30 years, most of them as CNN'’s
bureau chief in Manila (1987-1995) then Jakarta (1995-2005). She was CNN'’s lead
investigative reporter focusing on terrorism in Southeast Asia and wrote “Seeds of Terror:
An Eyewitness Account of al-Qaeda’s Newest Center of Operations in Southeast Asia” (Free
Press, 2003).

In 2005, she took the helm of ABS-CBN News and Current affairs, for six years determining strategic direction and
managing more than 1,000 journalists for the largest multi-platform news operation in the Philippines. Her work aimed to
redefine journalism by combining traditional broadcast, new media and mobile phone technology for social change.

She taught courses in Politics and the Press in Southeast Asia for her alma mater, Princeton University and in broadcast
journalism for the University of the Philippines. She worked on her second book, “From Bin Laden to Facebook” as
Author-in-Residence and Senior Fellow at the International Centre for Political Violence & Terrorism Research in Singapore.
She is also the Southeast Asia Visiting Scholar at CORE Lab at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California.

Master of Ceremonies

Karen Koh

aren Koh is a broadcast media professional and familiar face and voice to many

viewers and listeners in Asia. Her background is in television news and current

affairs, and she has anchored and reported for BBC World, CNBC Asia, CNN

International, STAR TV, Thomson Reuters and WS Digital. She’s also a regular .
co-host on RTHK Radio 3’s flagship current affairs show “Backchat” and produces and
hosts a series on gender issues called “The Agender Café”.

In the course of her 20+ years of international experience she has interviewed a range of
people from heads of state to corporate and non-profit leaders.

Karen frequently MC’s and moderates a variety of events, including the Asian Financial Forum, the
Asian Logistics and Maritime Conference, and the DHL/SCMP Business Awards. She has also moderated private events for

clients in the financial services, luxury and consulting sectors.

Karen conducts media and presentation skills training for corporate, public and education sector clients. She has designed
and taught courses for the Hong Kong Police, the Independent Commission Against Corruption, and companies such as
Goldman Sachs, Richemont Group, and Swire Properties. She has also trained text and print journalists from Thomson
Reuters and WSJ in live TV and video package skills.

Karen also serves on the Board of Directors of EngenderHealth, a US-based NGO working in the field of global sexual and
reproductive health and rights.

Karen has lived in Sydney, Singapore, London and Hong Kong and is married with three sons.

13
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Apple Daily has the highest circulation among all audited paid newspaper in Hong Kong.
It had an average daily circulation of 110,510 copies.
(Source: Hong Kong Audit Bureau of Circulations (HKABC) - Audited Circulation Report (July to December 2017)




Editorial Committee Members

Cliff Buddle
CHAIR

Editor, Special Projects
South China Morning Post

Dr. Jeffrey Timmermans
HEAD OF JUDGES

Associate Professor of Practice

Director, Bachelor of Journalism programme
Journalism & Media Studies Centre,

The University of Hong Kong

SK Witcher
Immediate Past Chair
Former news editor,
International edition,

The New York Times
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Dr. King-Wa Fu
DEPUTY HEAD OF JUDGES
Associate Professor

Journalism & Media Studies Centre,

The University of Hong Kong




Adriana Arai Wang Feng
Executive Editor, Local Language Content Editor in Chief
Bloomberg News FTChinese.com

Yumiko Ono Anne Marie Roantree
Asia Digital Editor Bureau Chief, Hong Kong
The Wall Street Journal Reuters News
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Vivian Kwok

Editor in Chief
Bloomberg Businessweek (Chinese)
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Sara Wu

Managing Editor
CommonWealth Magazine
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ORLD CLASS
SASIA

Kellogg-HKUST Executive MBA

World No.

Financial Times (2007, 2009 - 2013, 2016 - 2017)
QS Joint EMBA Program (2017)

Asia’s No.

MBA Program
Financial Times (2010 - 2014, 2016)

Asia’s No.

Research
University of Texas at Dallas (2005 - 2018)
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HKUST Business School
H [< S The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
e [J l Clear Water Bay, Kowloon, Hong Kong
BUSINESS SCHOOL Tel:(852)23587533
. N Pite Fax: (852) 2358 1467
FE®M KXKHE E KR www.bm.ust.hk
According to the Non-local Higher and Professional Education (Regulation) Ordinance, the Kellogg-HKUST
WORLD CLA-SS |N ASlA EMBA program is an exempted course. It is a matter of discretion for individual employers to recognize
any qualification to which this course may lead.
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Special Acknowledgements to
Sponsors and Awards Administrator

Platinum Sponsors

Google
facebook News Initiative

Newswire Partner

MediaOutReach®
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Printing Partner

r High Technology Printing Group Limited
CrnropneEpsr.d
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List of judges

Full name

Adriana Arai
Adolfo Arranz
Patrick Boehler
Keith Bradsher
Marianne Bray
Cliff Buddle
Chan Y Winnie
Pui King Chan
Quinton Chan
Allen Cheng
Siu-Wai Cheung
Christy Choi
Joyce Choi
Debasish Roy Chowdhury
Reg Chua
Crystal Chui
Judith Clarke
Phillip Day

Bob Drogin
James Dyson
Graham Earnshaw
Robin Ewing
Tak Ho Fong
King-wa Fu

lan Gill

Danny Gittings
Paul Goddard
Erin Hale
Huifeng He
Christopher Hill
Oliver Holmes
Brant Houston
Erika Kinetz
Glenda Korporaal
Anne Kruger
Elaine Kurtenbach
Vivian Kwok
Tripti Lahiri
MCLAM

CKLau

Kelvin Lee
Matthew Leung
Raymond Li

AJ Libunao
Kin-ming Liu

Darren Long

Company

Bloomberg LP

South China Morning Post

Nzz

The New York Times

Journalism and Media Studies Centre, HKU
South China Morning Post

The University of Hong Kong

The University of Hong Kong

Weber Shandwick

Institutional Investor

Hong Kong Baptist University

Bloomberg LP

Jacada Travel

South China Morning Post

Reuters

Bloomberg LP

Hong Kong Baptist University
Self-employed

Los Angeles Times

FleishmanHillard HK

Sinomedia Ltd

Hong Kong Baptist University

Freelance

Journalism and Media Studies Centre, HKU
Freelance journalist

HKU SPACE

Freelance

Journalism and Media Studies Centre, HKU
South China Morning Post

DestinAsian Media Group

The Guardian

University of Illinois

The Associated Press

The Australian

ABC News, Australia

The Associated Press

Modern Media

Quartz

Freelance

Hong Kong Baptist University

Hong Kong Baptist University

Journalism and Media Studies Centre, HKU
Hong Kong Baptist University

Journalism and Media Studies Centre, HKU
KM & Associates

South China Morning Post
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Job Title

News Director

Deputy Head of Graphics and Illustration
Editor

Shanghai Bureau Chief

Honorary Lecturer

Editor, Special Projects

Honorary Professor

Honorary Lecturer

Senior Vice President (Public Affairs)
Asia Bureau Chief

Senior Lecturer

Segment Producer

Travel Designer and Business Development
Deputy Editor, This Week in Asia
Chief Operating Officer, Reuters News
Editor

Part-time Lecturer

Writer/Editor

National Security Editor

Senior Vice President

CEO

Senior Lecturer in journalism
Freelancer

Associate Professor

Freelance journalist

Associate Professor

Media Consultant

Teaching Assistant

Guangdong Correspondent
Editor-in-chief

Jerusalem Correspondent

Professor and Knight Chair in Investigative Reporting
Investigative Correspondent
Assistant Editor (Business)

Chief of Staff

Asia Business Editor

Editor in Chief

Asia bureau chief

Freelance Writer

Principal Lecturer in Journalism
Senior Lecturer

Honorary Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Assistant Lecturer

Director

Head of Graphics and Magazine Design
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Full name

Alberto Lucas Lopez
Bruce Lui

Luwei Rose Lugiu
MaryKay Magistad
Jenni Marsh

Philip McClellan
Jane Meacham
William Mellor
Kees Metselaar
Adam Najberg
Dean Napolitano
Joyce Nip

Bret Okeson
Yumiko Ono
Jeremy Page

Philip Pan

Tony Patrick

Abe Peck

Byron Perry

David Plott

James Pomfret
Guijuan Qu

Hugo Restall
Brian Rhoads
Keith Richburg
Anne Marie Roantree
Shubhrangshu Roy
George Russell
John Saeki

Calvin Sit

Daniel Sneider
Anthony Spaeth
Jeff Sutherland
Nora Tejada

Jeff Timmermans

Scarlet Tso
Tamas Waliczky
Feng Wang

Xiang Wei Wang
Bettina Wassener

Laurel West

S K Witcher
Serenade Woo

Yinchuen Wu

Company

National Geographic

Hong Kong Baptist University
Pennsylvanisa State University
Whose Century Is It? podcast
CNN

Reuters

Freelance

Freelance

photokees

Alibaba Group

Nikkei Asian Review

University of Sydney
Bloomberg LP

The Wall Street Journal

The Wall Street Journal

The New York Times

Freelance

Medill School of Journalism / Northwestern University
Coconuts Media

MLex Market Insight

Reuters

Reuters

The Wall Street Journal

South China Morning Post
Journalism and Media Studies Centre, HKU
Reuters

Financial Chronicle

Journalism and Media Studies Centre, HKU
Agence France-Presse

Calvin Sit Photography Limited
Stanford University

Korea JoongAng Daily
Bloomberg LP

Self-employed

Journalism and Media Studies Centre, HKU

Hang Seng Management College
The City University of Hong Kong
Financial Times Chinese

South China Morning Post

HSBC

The Economist Group

Freelance
International Federation of Journalists

CommonWealth Magazine
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Job Title

Senior Graphics Editor

Senior Lecturer

PhD Student (ABD)

Creator & host

Senior Producer

Asia Top News Editor

Writer/Editor

Correspondent

Photographer

Head of Digital Communications, Editor of Alizila.com
Deputy Editor

Senior Lecturer

TOP editor

Asia Digital Editor

China Political and Diplomatic Editor

Asia Editor

Editor

Dir. Business to Business Communication
Founder and CEO

Managing Editor, Asia

Chief Correspondent

Deputy Editor, Reuters Chinese Language News
Member of the Editorial Board

Managing Editor

Professor

Bureau Chief

Ex-Editor-in-chief

Editor At Large

Asia-Pacific graphics coordinator
Photographer

Lecturer, East Asian Studies

Editor in chief

Consumer Products Editor

Freelance Photographer

Associate Professor of Practice

Director, Bachelor of Journalism programme
Dean and Professor, School of Communication
Professor

Editor in Chief

Editorial Advisor

Global Head of Op-Eds

Managing Director, Content Solutions and
Economist Events

Editorial Consultant

Project Manager

President
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